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ABSTRACT 



This document consists of the three 1999 issues of The 
Bernard van Leer Foundation's "Early Childhood Matters." This periodical, 
addressed to practitioners in the field of early childhood education, evolved 
from an in-house publication directed to projects funded by the Bernard van 
Leer Foundation. Articles in the February 1999 edition include: (1) 

"Effectiveness for Children" (Smale) ; (2) "Reaching for the Moon" 

(Anandalakshmy) ; (3) Real Engagement by Children" (Bartlett); (4) "Tapping a 

Key Resource" (Tolfree and Woodhead) ; (5) "Peru: Children's 

Parliaments- -Hearing Children" (Barrientos); (6) "India: Bal 
Sansad- -Children ' s Parliaments"; and (7) "Driving a Car for the First Time: 
Teachers, Caregivers and a Child-Driven Approach" (Meerdink) . The June 1999 
issue focuses on effective early childhood development (ECD) programs at 
international, governmental, regional, and country levels. The articles 
include: (1) "Ireland: Strengthening Families for Life" (Hazlett) ; (2) 

"Bolivia: Costs and Benefits" (van der Gaag and Tan) ; (3) "Early Childhood 

Development as an International Policy Issue" (Landers) ; (4) "Kenya: Working 

for Viability through Project Partners" (Jahani) ; (5) "Southern Africa: 

Guidelines for Good Practice" (Moshoeshoe) ; and (6) "Cambodia: Continuing to 
Learn- -For the Benefit of Children" (Redd Barna Combodia) . Articles in the 
October 1999 issue are: (1) "Mapping the Contours of Effective Programming: 

The Effectiveness Initiative 1999- 2002"; (2) "When ECD Works: Mapping the 

Contours of Effective Programming" (Salole and Evans); and (3) "Stories We 
Tell, Moments That Stay with Us" (Ilf eld) . Each issue contains information on 
foundation publications and announcements related to foundation activities. 
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In researching for this edition, it became clear failure to recognise and build on childrens 

that relatively little work is being done to get Yet we need such data. For example, without abilities and interests, the range of which - 

at the ideas, perceptions and experiences of trying to find out what is really happening lamentably - continues to surprise most of us. 

children under eight years, or to discover their inside children’s heads, we cannot presume This range can include the ability of children as 

responses to early childhood programmes. to judge how well they are performing: young as three to deal constructively with 
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In the first article, Dr S Anandalakshmy questions the (page 19). drawings and other pictorial aids (page 30). 

limited nature of some ecd programmes. She uses an 

ancient Tamil text from India to justify a move away Some of the pitfalls and complexities of preparing In India, the Children’s Parliaments have developed 

from programmes that concentrate only on cognitive childcare workers to help children express themselves naturally within a wider programme of interventions, 

development, language development, hygiene, are covered in the article by Drs Jorien Meerdink all of which include a focus on child development. 



] . Leelham Singh and H Roy Trivedy, 

There is considerable formality: there are Finally, the most important experts are not change your mind about the importance of Approaches to Child Participation: a 

political parties, elections and ministers with represented in this edition: parents. In the ecd programmes? What were they? ; discussion paper, (1996) Save the 

responsibility for areas of interest that mirror coming months the Foundation hopes to Children Fund (uk) India Office, New 

those of the implementing project. This can be carry out a small initiative designed to help - What factors influence you in deciding to ! Delhi, India. 
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Dr S Anandalakshmy 
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India: a bubbling child-centred preschool 
Taking Care of our Children Project 
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Seasoning the soup that we must not focus on the obviously useful at the things and coming up with wonderful new ideas and 

There is so much fun when you deal in the undefined, expense of those lovely ‘useless’ activities that relate to pieces of work. In short, they don’t look as if they will 
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Uganda: watch and I'll show you what I mean 
photo: Jean-Luc Ray 
© The Aga Khan Foundation 
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India: children have a different outlook ... 
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move on to another subject instead of probing magic may have featured too but these did not emotions that all children express in the interviews. 
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This article is drawn from a Resource Package put The Bal Sansad were devised with the aim of orienting village 
together by Children in Charge for Change/ It focuses children about the political system and at the same time . 

on the Bal Sansad (Children's Parliaments) that have enabling them to participate in matters pertaining directly to 
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India: Children's Parliaments are part of an integrated 
development programme that includes preschools 
photo: Liana Gertsch 
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skills, teaches children about politics and the electoral The parliament consists of two parties: Ujala, which The decisions taken or the issues raised are recorded 

process within their own world, retains the interest of means Light with a tree as a logo and Gauval, which by the secretaries of the different ministers, the Prime 
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In addition, regular correspondence is maintained For political reasons, the school in another village Conclusions 
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break the cycle of poverty; improving The following article from Southern and stresses the need to be willing to that stretches through to that little girl 

monitoring and evaluation; supporting Africa offers Mokhethi Moshoeshoe s learn. Policies and programmes have scribbling busily in the earth. 
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A child -centred approach to the improve the educational facilities for • Strengthening and expanding the role Making progress 
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Community Mothers 





Bolivia 
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Scenarios One and TWo. We add the In general, ecd programmes are externality arguments in favour of objective of development: to give all 
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in order to decrease stunting, anaemia, and the interacting needs of women and increase the utilisation of the ecd initiative. These programmes are 

vitamin deficiency and infections. The children. In collaboration with other computerised knowledge base, and (c) intended to break the cycle of poverty 

first three years should also focus on donors, a range of programmes and improve programme quality. In by improving opportunities for children 

increased environmental stimulation strategies are currently being supported achieving the goal of improved of poor families. 
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childhood as it is in health and education. The introduction of non-behavioural 
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If you see the resources and you see the wealth and the talent of 
the people in East Africa, you think to yourself there is absolutely 
no reason why there should be so much poverty. 
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f e found the community members 
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Southern Africa: guidelines for good practice 
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South Africa: Getting down to work 
Family in Focus project 
photo: Rien van Gendt 
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I hope we will continue to learn and develop , yet remain youthful , 
curious and open-minded. 
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Mapping the contours of effective programming: 
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The Philippines: ECO at Mount Pinatubo 
photo: Dr S Anandalakshmy 
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Organisations that belong to the CG consortium 
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Programmes included in the Effectiveness Initiative 
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The development of questions or are not working, without being able to justify that Nor would it be enough to merely repeat what has 

We are asking questions differently and are beginning to sense by recourse to a checklist or a standardised been said for at least the last 30 years in the 
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Telling the story those in the programme. Even if they organisations have arrived at where they We have an agenda 

The stories are beginning to be told - were to get the story right, they would are, and what that means in terms of 
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We begin with some beliefs about Thus, effectiveness is best represented much more open, much more sensitive, help us to identify new data sources 

effectiveness as a profile that is compounded from much more quick footed, much more such as stories and anecdotes, interview 
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what we do professionally. (For example, you might stories, and in the symbolic mental shorthand abstract. Most of us break it down in our minds: what 
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exploration quite rightly pointed out provide us with more detail about how 
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Colombia: preparing a community celebration 
Costa Atldntica Project 
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This centre made a deep impression on difficult conditions, then they are often when something new was learned, discussion, arriving at a new plan of 

the visitor, because despite the very due to curriculum, to dedicated staff small moments of happiness* (dp) action; 
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Cameroon: working while breastfeeding 
photo copyright Jan Stegeman 
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strong basis for sustainability. In other being met at one time as the resources the effectiveness of the project? Under of funds and services can be an 
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start to enjoy playing together (with accustomed to and some of them to teach parents of severely- disrupted communities, when ecd may 
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Kodakistan, Pakistan: comfort in a daycare centre 
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Peru: today I'll build with tins, tomorrow with barrels 
Ate-Vitarte II Project 
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children who are making a dam in a situations of change, such as the birth In this experience, the adults have In both stories, there is an effort to 
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